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Ten reasons millennials are backing away from God and Christianity
College-aged millennials today are far more likely than the general population to be religiously unaffiliated.

1. Mindset of “d'gita\ natives” Is very much separate from other generations.
2. Breakdown of the tamily.

3. Militant secularism:

4. Lack of spiritual authenticity among adults.

5. The church’s cultural influence has diminished.
O.

/.

8.

9.

1

Pervasive cultural abandonment of morality.
Intellectual skepticism.
The rise of a fad called "atheism.
Our new God: Tolerance be Thy name.

O The commonly defiant posture of young adulthood.

Pew Research Center
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Knowledge to navigate a changing world December 1, 2015

New Research on the State of Discipleship
Research Releases in Leaders & Pastors

- 1% of church leaders say “loday s churches are -~ g |
doing very well at discipling new and young ‘ » e
believers.” 73

. 60% of church leaders feel that churches are
discipling “not too well”.

- 8% say their own church is doing “very well”

- 56% say their own church is doing “somewhat
well at discipling new and young believers.”

. 20% of Christian adults are involved in some sort

_ of discipleship activity

29 I1




Barna

Knowledge to navigate a changing world

December 1, 2015

One of the implications of the research is
for churches to rethink what is working In
connecting with today’s younger Christians,
particularly when it comes to relational and
mentoring forms of spiritual development.
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96% in 1911

68% in 2001
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A trendline of declining adherance

Religious change: 1976 - today

Christianity Church attendance No religion

v227% Vv48% MN269%

Census Data
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More than

90,000

young people a
year are leaving
the Christian
faith and
deciding that
they have 'no
religion’.
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My dear children, for whom | am
again in the pains of childbirti
until Christ is formed in you..,

Galatians 4:19
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My dear children, for whom | am
again in the pains of childbirtn
until Christ is formed in you..,

Galatians 4:19
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¥ “Time was when the whole [§
" of life went forward in the |
family, in a circle of loved,
familiar faces ....That time
has gone forever. It makes '}
- us very different from our
ancestors.”

| “The World We Have
- Lost: England before the it
Industrial Age” § -

Peter Laslett, 1965 study
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The upcoming generation confronts an obstacle to
belief that goes beyond worship style, teaching
relevance, or church program excellence, because
It’s not about what is happening at church.

It’s about what’s missing at home.

...generational faith transference
IS In serious decline.




It has long been recognized

/ * that experience with an
earthly father deeply

iInforms the perspective

about the heavenly father.

The fortunes of religion rise

or fall with the state of the
family.

“How the West Really Lost God”
Mary Eberstadt, Sociologist




Family and faith are the invisible
double helix of society - two spirals
that when linked to one another
can effectively reproduce, but
whose strength and momentum
depend on one another.

Mary Eberstadt




“The home is the
domestic church”
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“‘Most certainly father
and mother are
apostles, bishops, and
priests to their children,
for it is they who make
them acquainted with
the Gospel.”
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“loo many times churches try to do intergenerational
rather than become intergenerational.”

‘Somehow, being with a grou
after week caused a bond to

created and community happened. The mystery of
community became a reality. Community isn’
complicated. It's just a group of people who grow o

together. They stick with eac
years, marriage, children, ge
dying — all the while teaching

Fuller Youth Institute

o of diverse people week
be formed — a family was

h other through the ear

tting old, sick, and fami

S << Q

each other how to follo

Christ through the rugged terrain of life.”

Mike Yaconelli
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1. Jesus commands us to

. serve as we are going
4(' %2 We learn best by doing

" 3. Shared experiences bond

and deepen relationshig
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ENLEQRBS AND COACHES
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s life makes a difference
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. “Ihree strands together are strong” - Eccles. 4:12
2 Reduction In negative behaviour & increase in well-being
3. As humans we gravitate to people of like-minded passion
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FORMATIONAL PILLAR
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RITES OF
PASSAGE
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RITES OF
PASSAGE

FORMATIONAEPILLAR
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1.Anchor points throughout the
Bible for memory & und
2.1hey ancnhor us In our culture
Who we are and where we bel
Many young men and women are
aking up their own rites of

sage‘
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MISSION ENGAGEMENT
MAKE
DISCIPLES

GENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS®




MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES

MAKE
DISCIPLES

GENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS'
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MISSION ENGAGEMENT MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES

MAKE
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MISSION ENGAGEMENT MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES

MAKE
DISCIPLES
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POSITIVE PEER GROUP

DIVINE ENCOUNTERS LIFE ENCOURAGERS






JUST DO II.




